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DR. CHANDRESHWAR PRASAD THAKUR

Dr. Chandreshwar Prasad Thakur is a renowned doctor, scientist and a five term
Member of Parliament from Patna (Bihar). His pioneering research on Kala-azar or Visceral
Leishmaniasis - a deadly tropical disease widespread in India till a few years ago, and in Brazil
and Africa, transformed the method of treatment and saved innumerable lives.

2. Born on 3™ September 1931, Dr. Thakur topped the MBBS examination, batch of
1957 from Patna Medical College and was the proud recipient of Sifton gold medal,
Stephenson gold medal, Wheeler gold medal and PC Talent Prize. He received his MRCP
degree from Edinburgh in 1962 and from London in 1963. He served as Professor of
Medicine at his alma mater, Patna Medical College till 1984 and continues to be Emeritus
Professor there.

3. Dr. Thakur was first invited by World Health Organization in 1982 to write a
recommendation on treatment of Kala-azar and collaborated extensively with WHO for
more than 35 years as Member of its Scientific Working Group, Steering Committee,
Experts Committee and Principal Investigator for trial of new drugs for treatment of Kala-
azar. WHO accepted Dr Thakur's method of treatment of Kala-azar and post Kala-azar
Dermal Leishmaniasis.

4. Dr. Thakur represented Patna Parliamentary Constituency in 1984, 1998 and 1999
and was a member of Rajya Sabha from 2008 till March 2020. He served as Union Minister for
Water Resources, Health and Family Welfare, Small Scale Industries and Development of
North Eastern Region. Dr Thakur served as State President of Bharatiya Janata Party, Bihar
and also served as National Vice President of Bharatiya Janata Party. He was Chairman of the
Task Force for elimination of Kala-azar and Malaria in Bihar in the rank of Cabinet Minister.
He is presently the Chancellor of Central University of South Bihar.

S Dr. Thakur was honoured with many awards such as Padma Shri (1982), Dr BC Roy
Award (1983), Professor BK Aikat Oration Award (1984), Dr PN Raju Oration Award (1990),
Professor SC Seal Award (2001), Honorary Fellow of the National Academy of Medical
Sciences (2001), Honorary Fellow of Indian Association of Epidemiologists (2001), BC Roy
Major National Award (2002), Ranbaxy Science Foundation Medical Science Award (2002),
Doctor of Science Manipur University (2003), Ranbaxy Research Award (2004), Lifetime
Achievement Award, HIV Congress (2008); Doctor of Science, LN Mithila University (2019).
Dr Thakur also received the Outstanding Clinical Investigator Award from American
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (2007) and Lifetime Achievement Award at the 6
World Leishmaniasis Congress held in Toledo, Spain. He has contributed more than 100
scientific papers in national and international journals and authored and edited several
books on Visceral Leishmaniasis.
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